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GEOCHEMISTRY OF THE McCASLIN FORMATION WITH COMPARISON TO OTHER 
WISCONSIN QUARTZITE BODIES 
Willard D. Barnhouse 
Sponsor: Anne Argast 
Department of Geosciences 
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne 
This study examined the geochemical and mineral content of the Mc Caslin Formation, a 
Proterozoic quartzite located in northeastern Wisconsin. The data are used to better understand 
the formation's relationship to other quartzite bodies in the region. A specific comparison was 
made to the quartzite material within the Baldwin Conglomerate, another Proterozoic formation 
in northeastern Wisconsin. The analysis provided evidence that suggests the two materials are 
dissimilar and the units have no direct correlation. Comparisons were also made to the Baraboo 
Interval quartzites. An unusual potassium deficiency and the presence of alumina-rich 
phyllosilicates are noted in the both the McCaslin and Baraboo Interval quartzites. The 
Mccaslin Formation appears to correlate to the Baraboo Interval quartzites. 
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